Congenital nephropathies and uropathies.
Although congenital nephropathies and uropathies only represent a fraction of possible genitourinary diseases detected during childhood, they have serious and sometimes avoidable morbidity and mortality. Advances in genetic, molecular, and cellular biology research continue to better define embryologic insults to normal organogenesis and offer the promise that many of these conditions might be avoided in the future. For now, awareness of these entities and their varied presentations and manifestations is crucial so that prompt evaluation and aggressive multidisciplinary management assures the affected child optimal growth and development.